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feel the pulse of the people, and if the people remain loyal to him.
Truth and non-violence were the principal factors in this
struggle. The people's demand was just and for securing it they
did not resort to untruthful means. There were many provocations
to the people to become violent and resort to violent measures,
but they remained completely peaceful. This is not to say that the
people had accepted non-violence as a principle or that they did
not harbour anger even in their minds. But they understood
the practical advantage of non-violence, understood their own
interest, controlled their anger and, instead of retaliating in a
violent manner, suffered the hardships inflicted on them.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 19-8-1928

232.   SPEECH AT BRAHMO SAMAJ CENTENART
CELEBRATION, AHMEDABAD^
August 20, 1928
I do not think I am at all fitted to say anything on this great
occasion, but I consented to come because of the great esteem in
which I held the late Ramanbhai and because I could not resist
Shrimati Vidyagauri. I am unfit to say anything today for many
reasons. I have read nothing of or about Raja Ram Mohan
Roy. What I know about him is based on what I have heard
from his admirers. I do not claim to have studied the history of
the Brahmo Samaj either. I made a desperate effort to read some-
thing today, something from a brochure on Ram Mohan Roy
that we have in our library, but I could not find a moment for it,
I therefore contented myself with the prayer that God might give
me the right word to acquit myself of the task.
Although, then, I cannot claim to have studied the history
of the Brahmo Samaj, I do claim to have a close connection with
the members of the Brahmo Samaj extending over several years.
It dates as far back as 1896 when I first visited Calcutta. In
1901 I came in contact with several eminent members of the
1 This was published under the title *'Brahmo Samaj's Contribution to
Hinduism" with the following introductory note by Mahadev Desai:
"Speaking on the 20th August at the Ahmedabad Prarthana Samaj on the occasion
of the celebration of the centenary of .the foundation of the Brahmo Samaj,
Gandhiji delivered an address of which the following is a condensed trans-
lation."